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Public purposes: 
Further access to the world’s information 

Reduce the rate of rise of library costs 

 

72,035 libraries in 171 countries 

The OCLC Cooperative: 

a nonprofit, membership organization 



WorldCat: the cooperative work  

of thousands of librarians 

72,000  
libraries 

1.9+ billion  
holdings 

470  
languages 

171  
countries 

Fills  

95%  
of borrowing 

requests 

291 

 million  
records 



OCLC: access to more of information 

in the world’s libraries 

Articles 

698million 

Materials available through WorldCat + WorldCat Local 

eBooks 

 13 million 

Maps 

3.6 million 

Archival Materials 

14.5 million 

Web Resources 

25 million 

Serials 

9.4 million 

Digital Content 

50 million 

Books 

193 million 



WorldCat growth since 1998 
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National libraries 67.7 million records  

Consortia 36.7 million records 

National groups 43.9 million records 

Regional groups   

 

15.4 million records 

Individual libraries 12.6 million records 

European contributions to WorldCat  

since 2006 

Records processed 



Percentage of records for 
non-English materials 

30 June 2012 

60.2% 

Total Records 

English 

German 

French 

Spanish 

Japanese 

Chinese  

Italian 

Dutch  

Russian  

Latin  

 

 

274 m  

 108.6 m 

 36.5 m 

     25.5 m 

 11.3 m 

 8.0 m 

 6.5 m 

 4.7 m 

 4.3 m 

 3.6 m 

 3.5 m 

  

Multilingual WorldCat 



Encore: Thanks a billion!  

2 Billion 

Holding 

Symbols 

 4 May 2013 

1 Billion  
Holding Symbols 

11 August 2005 

0 
Holding Symbols 

WorldCat launched 

26 August 1971 



1.3 million Polish records 

Use OCLC for copy cataloging 

WorldCat.org 

 

National Library of Poland 



King Abdulaziz Public Library:  

1.2 million records 



Italian academic , public 

libraries  

and WorldCat 



Jay Jordan IFLA/OCLC Fellows 

2010 

2009 2008 2007 2006 
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2011 2012 



Participate in governance 

25,900+  

institutions 

Members 

3  

councils 

Regional Councils 

48  

members 

Global Council 

16  

trustees 

Board of Trustees 



Regional Councils  

Asia Pacific 

3 September 2012  

Kuala Lumpur 

Americas 

25 January 2013 

Seattle 

EMEA 

28 February 2013 

Strasbourg 



Southern Africa 

Countries with OCLC 

member libraries 



 

 

 

OCLC EMEA Regional Council 

Executive Committee 



Four trends 

1. student-produced apps 

2. information habits of young people 

3. evolution of search 

4. cloud services 

 

 



 
Trend 1 

Student-produced apps 

 



Trend 1 

Attack of the killer apps! 



Trend 1 

Developer Network 

Most popular 

WorldCat Search API 

xISBN, xISSN 

WorldCat Registry 

WorldCat Identities  

QuestionPoint Knowledge Base 

xOCLCNUM 

 

170 registered members 

70 applications built 

20 million calls/month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trend 2 

Information habits of young people 



Trend 2 

Millenials don’t use the library 

“The library is a good source if you 

have several months.” 

“Hard to find things in library catalog.” 

 

“Yeah, I don't step in the library 

anymore…  better to read a 25-page 

article from JSTOR than a 250-page 

book.” 



Membership Reports/Studies 

84% use search engines to begin  

an information search 

2% begin an information search  

on a library Web site 

90% are satisfied with search engines 

libraries = books  





Membership Reports 



Information habits of young people 

By understanding 

them, we can serve 

everyone better  



Trend 3:  

EVOLUTION OF SEARCH 





Trend 4 

Cloud Services 



Libraries at Webscale 

Report 

Interviews 

Challenges/Issues 

Strategic Response 



Library Web scale 

Libraries worldwide    1,212,383  

Books: physical processing    15,517,196,010 

Back-office transactions   61,879,349 

OPAC searches     105,607,800,600 

Database searches     36,555,852,000  

Circulation / ILL       4,983,393,968  
+ Adds/deletes; patron record maintenance, etc. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Annual transactions         166,041,975,140 

18,954,563 transactions / day 5,265 transactions / second 

Worldwide libraries and worldwide library transactions 

Possible with a handful of commodity servers 



Change in the library:  
The impact of Web-scale  for Libraries  
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HOW OCLC WORLDSHARE 

HELPS 



2007 2005 2000 

Back to the future: A decade of change and new assumptions 

1999 2011 2006 2004 2001 

Discovery Community Collaboration 

2009 

100,000 apps 

in Apple’s 
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A World of disconnects 
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JSTOR A-Z 

A-Z List Circulation Discovery 

Acquisitions Cataloging Digital Repository 

Self Service Vendor Directory Patron Admin 

Delivery Tracker 

Reserves Mgr 

WorldCat Identities 

Moving our infrastructure to Webscale 



DuraArchive Check Discovery 

CLOCKSS Checker JSTOR Image Find 

Portico Account DOI Generator Molecule Scan Hathi Text Search 

Faculty Press 

Study Guides 

AcademiCal 

A 
Moving our infrastructure to Webscale 



Family Tree Info Discovery 

ScoreFinder Room Reserve 

Pic2Lib Amazon Wish List Friends of the Library 

Facebook 
bookclub 

for donations 

Project Generator 

Rate & Recommend NYT Best Sellers 

P 

Angry Birds 

Moving our infrastructure to Webscale 



OCLC’s WorldShare strategy 

Community 

Infrastructure 

Data 

Web Services 

Applications 

Library Built Partner Built OCLC Built 

Providing an 

infrastructure for 

collaboration 



Global data centers 





Library of Congress 

German National Library 

National Library of France 

National Library of Australia 

National Library of the Czech Republic 

Library of Alexandria (Egypt) 

Getty Research Institute (U.S.) 

National Library of Israel 

Central Institute for Single Directory  of Italian 

Libraries  

National Library of Portugal 

National Library of Spain 

National Library of Sweden 

Swiss National Library 

Vatican Library 

National Central University Catalog (Poland) 

 

 

Library and Archives Canada 

National  Széchényi Library (Hungary) 

Library Network of Western Switzerland (RERO) 

Brussels Network of Flemish Public Libraries 

University System of Documentation (SUDOC) 

(France) 

National Authority Cooperative Program (NACO) 

• National Library of Mexico 

• British Library 

• National Agricultural Library (U.S.) 

• National Library of New Zealand 

• National Library of Medicine (U.S.) 

• National Library of Scotland 

• National Library of South Africa 

• National Library of Wales 

 

 

 

VIAF 
Virtual International Authority File 



Wikipedia and OCLC 

Max Klein  

 

 

Merrilee Proffitt 

 

 

Wikipedian in 

Residence at OCLC 

and 

Co-developer of the 

VIAFbot 

 

Senior Program 

Officer 

OCLC Research 

 



Władysław Reymont 

 



In Wikipedia 





In VIAF 



VIAF continued 



In WorldCat Identities 



WorldCat identities continued 



WorldCat identities continued 



Only need a Web browser 



Shared infrastructure to manage and share resources 

across libraries and across communities. 

Shared data about the world’s libraries.   

Find and get it. 



 

Thank you 

Questions? 


